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PARENT HANDBOOK

Sanilac Intermediate School District

in partnership with

the Parent Advisory Committee and

Brown City Community Schools
Carsonville-Port Sanilac Schools
Croswell-Lexington Community Schools
Deckerville Community Schools
Marlette Community Schools
 Peck Community Schools
 Sandusky Community Schools
HOW TO OBTAIN SERVICES

If you think your child might qualify for Special Education services, call your school district. The contact number for the director or supervisor for Special Education programs and services in your district is listed below:

SANILAC COUNTY SCHOOLS

SANILAC INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
175 E. AITKIN ROAD  PECK, MI  48466

ADMINISTRATION – 810.648.4700

SPECIAL EDUCATION – 810.648.2200

PROJECT FIND – 810.648.9020

EARLY ON – 810.648.2200

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION – 810.648.4700

www.sanilac.k12.mi.us
Brown City Community Schools
4349 2nd Street
Brown City, Michigan 48416

810-346-4700
www.browncityschools.org
Carsonville-Port Sanilac Schools

100 North Goetze Road
Carsonville, Michigan 49419
810-657-9393

www.carsonvilleportsanilac.com
Croswell-Lexington Community Schools

5407 East Peck Road
Croswell, Michigan 48422
810-679-1000
www.croslex.org
Deckerville Community Schools

2633 Black River
Deckerville, Michigan 48427
810-376-3875
www.deckerville.k12.mi.us
Marlette Community Schools

6230 Euclid Street
Marlette, Michigan 48453
989-635-7425
www.marlette.k12.mi.us
Peck Community Schools

222 East Lapeer
Peck, Michigan 48466
810-378-5200
www.peckschool.org
Sandusky Community Schools
191 Pine Tree Lane

Sandusky, Michigan 48471
810-648-3401
www.sandusky.k12.mi.us

Dear Parents,

Special Education is an educational service available to students with disabilities.  Special Education is a federally mandated program with numerous rules and regulations which often become a source of confusion for parents. This handbook has been developed to assist with the understanding of services and programs available for your child.  

The Parent Handbook can help you understand the Special Education referral, identification, and placement process.  It also provides a reference list of organizations that can provide support to parents. 

Hopefully, you will find this handbook a useful tool to reference as you go through the Special Education process with your child.

Sincerely,

Emma Navarro
Director of Special Education

Sanilac Intermediate School District

175 East Aitken Road

Peck, Michigan   48466

Phone:  (810) 648-2200   
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What is Special Education?

Special Education is specially designed instruction, at no cost to the parent, to meet the unique needs of a child with a disability.

Why does my Child need an Evaluation?

The evaluation is done to answer these questions:

• Does the child have a disability?

• How is the child currently performing in school? 

• What are the child’s educational needs?

• Does the child need Special Education and related services?

• What additions or modifications, if any, are needed to enable the child to meet annual goals in the Individualized Education Program (IEP) and participate, as appropriate, in the general curriculum? 

What are the Steps in the Evaluation Process?

Before a child is evaluated for the first time, the school must notify the parent and describe any evaluation the school proposes to conduct. The parent must give informed consent for the child to be evaluated. The process involves gathering and reviewing existing information on the child by an IEP Team. This includes consideration of current classroom assessments, observations, and information provided by parents and school staff.

How is a Child Evaluated for the Presence of a Disability?

The testing is done individually in the child’s native language. The standardized tests must be used correctly and fairly and be administered by trained, knowledgeable personnel.

Who Decides if a Child is Eligible for Services?

After the evaluation has been completed, the IEP Team, consisting of qualified professionals and the parent, will decide if the child is eligible for Special Education service(s).

Who is a “Child with a Disability”?

The definition includes the following requirements:

• Children from birth through age 25 who have not graduated with a regular high school diploma
• Children who have the characteristics for a specific disability as defined in the Michigan Administrative Rules for Special Education. (See the Special Education categories listed on page 4 of this book.)

• Children who, because of that disability, need Special Education and related service support.

What Happens after a Child/Student is Found Eligible?

Another role of the IEP Team is to develop the student’s program or Individualized Education Program (IEP). As stated earlier, the IEP Team is comprised of the parents, school professionals, and the student, when appropriate. After the IEP is developed, the student begins to receive Special Education and related services as described in the IEP Team report.


What is an Individualized Education Program (IEP)?

An “Individualized Education Program” means a written plan for a student with a disability that spells out the Special Education and related services the student will receive. The IEP is developed at a meeting that is scheduled at a mutually agreeable time. The written document is a record of the IEP Team meeting. The IEP is reviewed and revised at least once a year.

What is Included in the IEP?

The requirements include:

· A statement of the student’s present level of academic achievement and functional performance

· A statement of measurable annual goals and short-term objectives that address:
· How to help the student be involved in and make progress in the general curriculum, 
· How the student’s progress toward the annual goals will be measured, and 
· How the parents will be regularly informed of that progress 

· A statement of Special Education programs/services and supplementary aids to be provided to the student, and any accommodation, modifications or other supports for the school personnel

· The projected starting date for services as well as the duration, anticipated frequency, and location of where programs and services will be delivered
· An explanation of when the student will not participate with non-disabled children in the general education class and other activities

· A statement of any accommodations the student would need to take the state- and/or district-wide assessment tests. If the IEP Team determines that the test is not appropriate for the student, a different assessment will be used
· A statement of transition services no later than the 1st IEP that is to be in effect when a student is 16.  This may be considered in an IEP at age 13.
Minor changes to a current IEP are made through an addendum.  Minor changes include, but are not limited to:

1. Adding, modifying, or deleting instructional goals and objectives

2. Modifying the amount of time in the current program

3. Adding, modifying or deleting related services or provisions related to supplementing aids/services assessment, or transportation.
What is Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)?

LRE looks at the setting in which the student receives an education. The law presumes that students with disabilities are most appropriately educated with their same-aged, non-disabled peers in the general education setting. Attending special classes or separate schools, or removing students with disabilities from the general education classroom occurs only when the nature or severity of the disability prevents the student from achieving satisfactorily even when supplementary aids and services are used.

What is Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)? 
FAPE means that education and related services are provided at public expense, under public supervision and direction, and without charge. The services provided must meet the standards of the Department of Education for all students and be designed to meet the student’s IEP goals and short-term objectives.



How does a Parent Participate in the Decision-Making Process?

Parents are encouraged to be involved in a variety of ways:

• Parents are key members in all decision-making meetings such as meetings that determine the identification, evaluation, educational placement, reporting in progress toward goals, reevaluation, and the appropriate education of the student
• Parents give consent for initial evaluations, initial placement, and reevaluations.

Can the Student be Involved in the IEP?

Students often provide valuable insights regarding their strengths, interests, and needs. When they are involved in determining their own goals and objectives, they may be more committed to achieving them. When appropriate, each student has the option to be a part of the IEP Team process. Students can participate in their own annual transition planning by age 16, or younger as appropriate. Students who are age 17 are notified that their rights will be transferred to them upon reaching the age of majority (18). At age 18 both the student and parents are notified that the rights are transferred to the student, unless other legal decisions have been made. 

What are Procedural Safeguards?

They are legal safeguards that protect the rights of students with disabilities and their parents. They provide the information that parents need to make decisions about their student’s education. They explain the procedures used to resolve disagreements between parties. Sometimes they are difficult to understand. If you have any questions regarding them, please contact Sanilac ISD, your local school district, or sources listed in this handbook.

What Transportation Service does a District Provide for Special Education Students?

The same transportation services available to general education students are available to Special Education students. In addition, specialized transportation services are provided by school districts if the IEP Team determines that the student needs those services to receive a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE). The school district’s responsibilities related to transportation include; furnishing any specialized services documented on a student’s IEP (such as a lift bus or safety harness), and following appropriate safety, medical, and traffic rules and procedures.

What are my Responsibilities Related to Transportation of my Special Needs Child?

It is important for parents/guardians to read transportation policies and procedures provided by their district or transportation office and to discuss those policies with your son/daughter, when possible. Besides reinforcing safety rules, it is the responsibility of parents to assist their child to the bus if he/she cannot travel independently between the residence and the bus due to physical problems, immature development, or inaccessibility of the residence. Teamwork, communication, and cooperation between parents and schools are important in achieving safe transportation of students.

Dispute Resolution

Dispute resolution is available whenever a dispute arises with respect to Special Education. It includes, but is not limited to mediation, State complaint, due process complaint, and as part of the due process complaint procedures resolution session.  Outside of the formal dispute resolution process, IEP Facilitation and Independent Education Evaluation may be requested. Additionally, contact may be made with the District Special Education Office, ISD Compliance personnel, or the Michigan Technical Assistance Consultant for Compliance regarding concerns. 

Resolution Session

The purpose of a resolution session is for parents to discuss their concerns with district staff so that the parties have an opportunity to resolve the dispute.  The district shall convene a meeting with the parents and the relevant member(s) of the IEP Team who have specific knowledge of the facts identified in the complaint. The meeting shall: (1) Occur within 15 calendar days of receiving notice of the parent’s complaint; (2) Include a representative of the agency who has decision-making authority on behalf of the agency; (3) Not include an attorney of the district unless the parent is accompanied by an attorney; (4) Be a meeting where the parents of the child discuss their complaint.  

School-Based Medicaid

Medically necessary services already provided by schools may be billed under the School-Based Medicaid Program. Enrollment by a school district for billing to Medicaid is not expected to result in any change in your child’s program or services elsewhere. Districts are responsible for obtaining parent consent prior to initiating billing the Medicaid School-Based program.

Notice of Nondiscrimination Policy

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and the Americans with Disability Act of 1990 it is the policy of the Sanilac Intermediate School District that no person shall, on the basis of religion, race, color, national origin, gender, handicap, age, height, weight, marital status or disability, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination during programs, activities, and employment.  Inquiries regarding this policy should be directed to Barb Leveille, Special Education Director, 46 North Jackson Street, Sandusky, MI  48471 (810) 648-2200.
Special Education Disability Areas

Each district must provide or contract for appropriate Special Education programs and/or services for students identified as having: 

· Autism Spectrum Disorder

· Cognitive Impairment

· Deaf-Blindness

· Early Childhood Developmental Delay

· Emotional Impairment

· Hearing Impairment

· Specific Learning Disability

· Other Health Impairment

· Physical Impairment

· Severe Multiple Impairment

· Speech and Language Impairment

· Traumatic Brain Injury

· Visual Impairment



Organizations that Support Families, Parents and Students 
SANILAC COUNTY
Community Mental Health

Phone: 810.648.0330

http://www.sanilaccmh.org/
Health Department




Dept. of Human Service and Child Protection  

Phone: 810.648.4098 




Phone: 810.648.4420

Regional Interagency 



The ARC Michigan
Coordinating Council (RICC) 


Phone:  800.292.7851
Phone: 810.648.2555
Tuscola-Sanilac-Huron-Lapeer 


Blue Water Center for Independent Living 

Center for Dispute Resolution Comm. 

Sandusky Phone: 810.648.2555

800.873.7658 or 989.672.4044


Port Huron Phone: 800.527.2167
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
Local Office
2620 Krafft Road
Fort Gratiot , Michigan 48059

Phone: 810.385.8910
GUARDIANSHIP/LEGAL RESOURCES
Lakeshore Legal Aid 



Services of Eastern Michigan
Phone: 989.673.5651 




Phone: 810-987-4822  toll free 800.322.4512
Clients: 888.783.8190




http://www.lsem-mi.org/
http://www.lakeshorelegalaid.org/
Sanilac County Probate Court 

Phone: 810-648-3221
EMPLOYMENT

MI DEPARTMENT OF CAREER DEVELOPMENT
Phone:  877.620.7929
http://www.michigan.gov/mdcd
MICHIGAN REHABILITATION SERVICES

Phone: 810.982.8571


ORGANIZATIONS STATE/NATIONAL 
Autism Society of Michigan

Phone: 800.223.6722

www.autism-mi.org
CAUSE: Citizens Alliance to Uphold Special Education

Phone: 800.298.4424

www.causeonline.org
Easter Seals Michigan, Headquarters

Phone: 248.451.2900

www.mi.easterseals.com
Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan

Phone: 800.377.6226

www.epilepsymichigan.org
Learning Disabilities Association of Michigan 

Phone: 888.597.7809

www.ldaofmichigan.org
Michigan Association for Children with Emotional Disorders

Phone: 248.433.2200

www.michkids.org
Michigan Association for Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Phone: 800.YOUR-EAR

www.madhh.org
Michigan Commission for the Blind

Phone: 800.292.4200

www.michigan.gov/mcb
Michigan Department of Education

Phone: 517.373.3324

www.michigan.gov/mde
Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth, Rehabilitation Services

Phone: 800.605.6722 x605

www.mich.gov/mrs

Michigan Department of Civil Rights

Phone: 517.335.3165

www.michigan.gov/mdcr
Michigan Protection and Advocacy Service, Inc.

Phone: 800.288.5923

www.mpas.org
Michigan’s Integrated Technology Supports (MITS) 

Phone: 800.274.7426

www.cenmi.org/mits


Association for Blind and Visually Impaired  
Phone: 800-466-8084

ACCESS 888.225.4447
Council for Exceptional Children

Phone: 800.244.6830

www.cec.sped.org
Children and Adults with AD/HD (CHADD)

Phone: 248.988.6716

www.chadd.org
National Center for Learning Disabilities (NCLD)

Phone: 888.575.7373

www.ld.org
National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities

Phone: 800.695.0285 (Voice/TTY)

www.nichcy.org
Office of Civil Rights, US Department of Education

Phone: 216.522.4970

http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/ whatsnew.html
Center for Educational Networking (CEN)

Phone: 800.593.9146

www.cenmi.org[image: image2.emf] 

1 I  


It is the policy of the Sanilac Intermediate School District that no person shall, on the basis of religion, race, color, national origin, gender, handicap, age, height, weight, marital status or disability, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination during programs, activities, and employment.  Inquiries regarding this policy should be directed to Barb Leveille, Special Education Director, 46 North Jackson Street, Sandusky, MI  48471 (810) 648-2200.
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